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1 Corinthians 12:1-14 – Spiritual gifts wisdom and knowledge
Today we begin a series on the Spiritual gifts.  I will centre mainly on 1 Corinthians 12, although this is not an exhaustive list and I will touch on some other gifts along the way.
The last series that I looked at were the fruits of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5.  Those fruits in completeness are to be available to everyone to ensure they are in alignment with living the kingdom values.  Their relationship, deeply rooted in God, would ensure that actions and words would be in agreement with the essence of the laws given through Moses.  Hence every Christian would be living a life reflecting the desired community of God, as modelled in the life of Jesus, enabled by the Holy Spirit.
The Spiritual gifts that Paul wrote to the Corinthian church are something different.  At the time that Paul wrote there was a lot of spirituality about and there was a lot of interest in the supernatural.  It was not uncommon for people to experience rituals that resulted in feelings of ecstasy or speaking profound philosophical thoughts.  Many of those in the Corinthian church would have sought these experiences as gentiles before they followed Jesus.
The test of the Holy Spirit at work in the gifts is that whatever is uttered will proclaim Jesus is Lord.  Perhaps we have lost the controversy that would have incurred at that time.  To say publicly that Jesus is Lord meant overthrowing anything else as having lordship over you.  At the time of the Roman empire, the emperor was considered to be divine, to be Lord, so it meant that Jesus was over and above the earthly rulers.
Another test was that the gifts were not intended to give anyone an inward fuzzy feeling or warm glow.  It was to build up the church and glorify Jesus at the centre.
It is not difficult to make a comparison to the worldview that surrounds us today.  Many people experience ecstasy that is drug induced.  There appears to be a culture becoming increasingly immersed in the supernatural – how many programmes about Ghost hunters.  Occult shops and witchcraft becoming acceptable through popular films and books.
 As a church we need to declare Jesus is Lord in this community.  But we need to work together to display all the Spiritual gifts.  The Greek work that Paul used is “charisma” – meaning grace made concrete.  In modern Greek the word is now used to mean “birthday present”.  Just like presents we do not all receive the same thing, and most people accept what they are given.  We do not go to a whole pile of wrapped gifts and take them all – we wait until they are given to us.
And God gives to ALL.  It is not a show of favouritism, or a result of earning favour.  The gifts are bestowed through love to show love to others.  They must be used for God’s purpose.
Paul also tells us that there are varieties of service.  The Greek word “diakoniai” which has a root meaning of servant.  We are to be servants of one another – not sharing our own talents or prowess to gain status or control over anyone.
And there must be a willingness to share what we are given – not waiting until things are so dire that we have to do something.  To be willing.
Spiritual gifts are not to be used solely for personal growth.  There will be an element of thanksgiving of course, that God has chosen to use us in whatever way He has, that we have been in alignment to hear the Spirit and follow.
But the purpose of the gifts are to be shared and demonstrated.  The wonder, but also the problem, may be that gifts are given to a variety of people in a variety of ways, which may result in fear in stepping out.  We are unable to compare what we have with anyone else.  Our trust is in ourselves and our own relationship with God.  That can be daunting.
But we MUST put Jesus and His desire for growth in His kingdom now to be above our fear.  If you have any prompting in any of the gifts then I urge you to step out.  Jesus knows us and our lack of confidence.  So try in a safe place.  If anyone speaks something it is the duty of all of us to weigh it up and ensure that it glorifies Jesus.
Paul states that gifts are given to each on – that means everyone.  We all have a part to play.  We are all a piece of the body of Christ, which is what follows as the metaphor Paul uses.
This week we will look at messages of wisdom and messages of knowledge.  In all honesty, I think it is difficult to determine between the two things, and reading commentaries it appears I am not alone.  I suppose in my simple way I distinguish knowledge as knowing something and wisdom is knowing what to do with it, or about it!
So an example of knowledge may be when Jesus met the woman at the well (John 4).  He knew her relationship status and sharing that knowledge that He knew she was not married prompted her to respond.
An example of wisdom is found in 1 Kings 3 when Solomon was asked to rule about which of two women was the legitimate mother of a child.  His decision to cut the child into two pieces revealed the true mother – a practical application that exposed the love that a mother has for a child.  Perhaps a definition could be ethical instruction.
Perhaps we believe that teachers have the gift of wisdom.  It can be exacerbated by our tendency to think of the gift of wisdom being sustained in particular people.  But we must hold on to the truth that all the gifts can be given to each person whenever it is needed.  No gift should have attached to it an expectation of ownership.
Every gift that we will explore is bestowed by God to meet the needs of particular situations.  Do not always expect one person to be the expert in any gift, like some guru, and never exclude yourself from the possibility of receiving any of the gifts, even just once.  Every gift is given in season to whomever is willing to step out for the glory of Jesus.
But how do we know when we may have received a gift?  There are many ways in which God speaks to His people.  As I said before, the difficulty is that there is no one comparison.  Some people may have dreams, visions or pictures.  Others may hear a voice, others may just have a feeling in their being, whilst others may experience physical pain.
I believe that God gives us opportunities to test how we hear Him.  For me, I used to have physical pain before praying out loud.  For a while, because of that fear I spoke about, or getting it wrong, I didn’t act.  I would have pain for a few minutes and then, when I had decided NOT to pray out, someone else would speak almost the identical prayer that had been placed in my mind, at which point the pain would immediately go.
I eventually trusted that what was on my mind was from the Holy Spirit and would pray out.  The quicker I spoke out the less pain I experienced and once I had learned how to distinguish what was not from my own mind I no longer had to experience the pain.
There are other examples of how I have learned which I will share over the next few weeks.  However, this is unique to me, God will not always do the same to everyone, so do not use any as a foundation for comparison.  It is just to give assurance that God is patient and gentle with us and gives us chances to practice.
Once we have tested what we believe has been given, by being brave in stepping out, we must also be mindful of how we communicate things.  Always begin by saying “I think this is what I have been given to share” or something along those lines, always accepting that in our humanness we may not have heard completely.  Be prepared for any kind of reaction.  It may be that there is no reaction, or there may be denial.  That does not mean that the power of Jesus has not been shared – just that we are not made aware.
But at other times, be prepared to hear a positive response.  Just like the woman at the well, or the true mother of the child, we will instantly see the difference the words of Jesus have made.
I urge you to be expectant that the Holy Spirit will use each of us for His purpose.  If you have any promptings be courageous, step out and share what you have been given, with humility and thanksgiving.  As we share may we see the forgiveness of God, the love of God, the faithfulness of God become known to others around us.  May His still, small voice be magnified and shared by His faithful church so that all around us may hear His truth and love.
